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SCIENCE AND FAITH TODAY
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WHAT DO YOUNG PEOPLE THINK?

The scientific view is that God does not
exist

B

~ Agree

™ Disagree

® Don't Know

1135 school students aged 15-18 from 15+ schools

Instituze of Education, Universiry of Reading, Reading RG6 1HY, UK




WHAT DO YOUNG PEOPLE THINK?

Student comments about science and faith:
“Science and religion are at war, they disagree and it is making me
feel uncomfortable with my religion.”

“I want to believe in God but science is making new answers.”

“I don’t know what to believe.”

“l grew up as a Christian, but science is changing all of it now.”



SO WHY DO YOUNG PEOPLE STILL THINK
SCIENCE AND FAITH ARE IN CONFLICT?
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BUT THEY HAVE QUESTIONS

Student questions about science and
faith:

“What was before the Big Bang?”
“Does evolution take away the need for God?”
“Where do Adam and Eve fit in?”

“Does science allow for miracles? Or a soul?”

If there were a multiverse, how would that
affect your faith?”

“What is the meaning of life?”
“If God is so loving, why is there so much suffering?”
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WHAT’S BEING DONE ABOUT IT?
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THE FARADAY INSTITUTE IN SCHOOLS




WHY SCHOOLS?

UK students spend over 7000
hours in school

In school, students are
prepared to learn, think and
form ideas




THE FARADAY INSTITUTE IN SCHOOLS

Over 800 sessions in 5 years
Over 22,000 students
Ages 3-18+
Widely-ranging topics
Overwhelmingly positive feedback

Feedback from students:

“Interactive and great fun!”
“l wish we had that every day!”

“This session changed my mind about the
compatibility of evolution and faith.”
“Today | realised religion doesn’t hinder science.”
“I now understand how science and religion are
compatible.”

)




SCHOOL VISITS

Exemplar Topics:

Big Questions: Science & Religion
Has Science Killed God?
What is Science? Is it all we need?
Fossils & Faith
Big Questions: Science, Religion & Ethics: Stem Cells
Big Questions: Science, Religion & Human Origins
Creation, Evolution and Intelligent Design
If God then what about science?
Science and Religion: On Faith and Evidence
God, Science and our Amazing Planet
Staff Feedback:
“The session was positive and thought-provoking, a masterful juxtaposition of science and religion. The
speaker was able to engage everyone at a personal level and then build up to eloquent, intellectual
ponderings, speaking intelligently on controversial subjects without a hint of confrontation.”

“Very positive — Having young, likeable, energetic, articulate, passionate speakers provides excellent role
models for the students. It was an excellent day of a really high quality and we are most fortunate to
have benefitted from your expertise and passion. Thank you so much!!”

“Inspiring and engaging, this was the perfect afternoon for our Year 5 and 6 children!”



FOSSILS & FAITH:

Lizzie Henderson

The Faraday Institute

For Science and Religion
www.faraday-institute.org

ORIGINS:

SCIENCE & RELIGION OVERLAP?

WHERE
DO WE
COME FROM?
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Lizzie Coyle

The Faraday Institute
For Science and Religion
www.faraday-institute.org

BIG QUESTIONS:
SCIENCE

— Lizzie Coyle
/N The Faraday Institute

\ For Science and Religion

www.faraday-institute.org

Lizzie Henderson Ll Lizzie Coyle

The Faraday Institute The Faraday Institute
For Science and Religion

For Science and Religior
www.faraday-institute.org
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SCIENCE IS AMAZING T E
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“WHY IS THE KETTLE BOILING?”

= SCIENCE IS NOT THE ONLY RELIABLE
BUT DOES SCIENCE ANSWER ALL SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE

OF OUR QUESTIONS?

- B » » B
SCIENCE RESTS ON PHILOSOPHICAL ASSUMPTIONS

e.g. that constants will remain constant

L_ Different Types of Evidence

« (':Dia‘f;‘-
Written Evidence

MORAL & ETHICAL AESTHETIC

Testimonial Evidence Scientific Evidence

How do things work? What should we do? What is beautiful?

Where do things come from?

EXPERIENTIAL RELIGIOUS

What has life taught me? Why is there a Universe?
Does life have a purpose?

Does God exist?

CHANGIAG

WHY AREN'T WE?
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So why should we think about
God AND Science?

GENESIS 1-3:
TRUE, BUT NOT SCIENCE
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WHAT’S THE IMPACT?

“| believe science and religion can fit together”

Before After
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AGREE UNSURE DISAGREE "~ AGREE UNSURE DISAGREE
1135 school students aged 15-18 from 15+ schools




WHAT’S THE IMPACT?

“Science makes it hard to believe in God”

Before After
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AGREE UNSURE DISAGREE ~ AGREE UNSURE DISAGREE
1135 school students aged 15-18 from 15+ schools




WHAT’S THE IMPACT?

“Evolution is compatible with creation by God”

Before After
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1135 school students aged 15-18 from 15+ schools




FEEDBACK

Student Comments:
“The Q+A session was mind-blowing.”

“They answered qguestions that people are often afraid to go into that | ask
about.”

“| liked the chance for independent
thinking, the sessions were interactive
and exciting!”

“Helped me see that science and
religion can go hand in hand, conflict of
the two is not necessary.”

“I now understand how science and
religion are compatible.”




CHANGING THE NATURE OF SCIENCE-FAITH
COMMUNICATION TO GENERATIONS OF CHILDREN,
YOUNG PEOPLE AND TEACHERS




CHANGING THE NATURE OF SCIENCE-FAITH
COMMUNICATION TO GENERATIONS OF CHILDREN,
YOUNG PEOPLE AND TEACHERS




CHANGING THE NATURE OF SCIENCE-FAITH
COMMUNICATION TO GENERATIONS OF CHILDREN,
YOUNG PEOPLE AND TEACHERS
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Encourage children to explore the wonders of
the world and discover how the God behind all wonderful
of it wants to get to know them!
During Wonder Zone, the children will meet Solomon and his desire
to be wise. They will explore three psalms and see what those tell us
about God. They'll see Jesus bring sight to a blind man and light to
the world. And they'L hear the story of the lost son who is welcomed
back by his father.
Along the way, they will experience the fun of discovery, explore the
wonders of the universe, investigate light and colour, be awed by the diversity
of the natural world and encounter robots and artificial intelligence.
@ Fun science-based experiments
® Lets children experience the wonder
and awe of knowing God
® A flexible Holiday Club program that allows
for dubs with shorter or longer time scales
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Includes: photocopiable resources and free extras online
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Pray
Spread the word

Donate

Encourage ‘your’ young people

Take part in some training

Run your own sessions

Tell your own story



FIND OUT MORE:

The

Faraday
Institute

for Science and Religion

www.neverofftopic.com

LASAR www.faraday.cam.ac.uk

Learning About Science
And Religion

www.lasarcentre.com

Messy Church Science
www.messychurch.org.uk www.faradaykids.com www.gatbb.co.uk






